Infectious (?) Broncho-Pneumonia in Measles. ?Dr. Bard relates the story of a severe epidemic of measles in a village in the south of France, and traces in the official report of the medical officer some evidence that all, or nearly all, the fatal cases arose by infection from a single case, in which there was not only measles but also broncho-pneumonia. He is inclined to separate the infections of measles and broncho-pneumonia, and merely to admit that a state of measles renders a child much more liable to a separate infection of broncho-pneumonia. At any rate he is anxious to act on this hypothesis in isolation, and to keep apart two classes of cases of measles? viz., those who have and those who have not what is generally termed the subsequent bronchitis. He points to some very high death-rates in measles, such as 42 per cent during the years 1867-72, and even 60 per cent, in 1871, in the Hopital des Enfants Assistes at Paris, where all cases are put together. How far such startling figures may be due to want of ventilation and nutrition he has no means of determining; but he advises not only ventilation, but separation of the broncho-pneumonic cases so long as they are suffering in this way.?{Lyon Medical, 13th January, 1889; Practitioner, March, 1889.) Pasteurism.?The prevalent notion of Pasteurism is that it is an imitation of vaccination?an artificial induction of a mild attack of rabies by means of an "attenuated virus," with a view to protect the system against the more severe and serious effects of the natural and virulent poison as derived by inoculation from the bite of rabid animals.
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Professor Horseley, in a paper recently read before the Epidemiological Society, presents a very different view of the principle underlying Pasteur's proceedings. It has been shown by Dr. Wooldbridge, with reference to the poison of anthrax, that the waste products of the metabolic processes of the bacilli of that disease possess the power of inhibiting their development and multiplication. The object of Pasteur's operation is to subject portions of the central nervous system known to contain rabic poison to such influences (heat and drying) as will destroy the microbes, and not the chemical product, which is the result of the metabolic processes, which they undergo in the tissues. This chemical product is then injected into the body of persons who have been bitten by rabid animals, in such quantity and with such frequency as to inhibit the development of the microbes.
In the "extensive treatment" a stronger material is employed than in the simple treatment, and more frequently. Professor Horseley states that 4' It is clear that M. Pasteur has succeeded in diminishing the percentage of risk in being bitten by a rabid dog from 13 to 1*36 per cent, and that this result is obtained by injecting a chemical protective substance." Proceeding on similar lines, Loewenthal has, as a result of an elaborate series of experiments, arrived at the conclusion that the poison of cholera is a ptomaine elaborated by the comma bacillus of Koch from albuminoid and peptonised substances in presence of the pancreatic juice. He found that cultivation of these bacilli in sterilised peptonised broth was inoffensive to white mice, whereas cultivation in a pancreatised broth or albuminous paste determined the production of a material which killed them or made them intensely sick. He found experimentally that salol rendered this product innocuous, and he proposes this drug as an antidote to the cholera poison. It is therefore apparent that certain states of the digestive system and of digestion are necessary for the generation and evolution of the cholera bacillus in man, and that if these conditions are not present, the comma bacilli which are presumed to be concerned in the manufacture of the virus fail to produce it.
Certain observations of Dr. D. D. Cunningham seem to indicate that the development of these bacilli outside of the body also depends on favouring conditions. He conducted a series of " experiments on the behaviour of the choleraic comma bacilli on soil and water of various qualities, and he shows that under ordinary circumstances even in an endemic locality, such as Calcutta, there is very little probability of their multiplying to any great extent or persisting for any prolonged period in soil or water to which they may gain access. It further appears that this is due to their incapacity to hold their own in the struggle for existence to which they are exposed with the schizomycetes and other organisms normally present in the media, as when the latter are sterilised, the persistence and multiplication of commas occurs just as it would do in any artificially sterilised medium of suitable quality." . . .
